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sets of good journals are the most val-
uable part of any medical library; and 
journals so tied up and labelled can be 
consulted, even tho less readily than a 
bound volume. 
OUR BEGINNING. 
In our first number the combination 
of ophthalmic journals was spoken of, 
"not as an achievement, but as a be-
ginning— an opportunity." With the 
first completed volume before us, we 
can see more exactly what this begin-
ning has been; and the opportunity 
that begins to open out more widely 
before us. Some things have been put 
to the final test of practicability—they 
have been done. Others have been ap-
proached until their early achievement 
is strongly probable. 
To begin with the financial basis; it 
has been proved that 2,000 ophthalmol-
ogists in America were willing to spend 
ten dollars per year each, to improve 
the current literature of their special 
branch of medicine, and to get a better 
command of that literature. This 
seems very moderate as an annual 
business expenditure; but a year ago 
nobody knew that so many oculists 
would make it. From the subscriptions 
paid in for the first volume every 
proper expense chargeable thereto has 
been met; and by a sacrifice on the 
part of the workers for the journal of 
a return they can henceforward expect, 
a good working balance has been es-
tablished that will give the journal in 
the future every advantage of cash dis-
counts and advance purchases. 
When the combination of journals 
was proposed, one of our prominent 
ophthalmologists of large business ex-
perience wrote: "I have had a little 
experience in being the 'angel' for a 
medical journal, and I feel confident 
that the plan as outlined, with that 
price will not succeed." By the close 
of the year those who put their cash 
and their property into this undertak-
ing, have received convincing evidence 
that they did not give their money 
away or waste i t ; but made a sensible 
investment that is yielding a reason-
able rate of interest. 
This achievement takes added sig-
nificance because of conditions in 1918, 
when most journals cut down their 
size, and some increased their price. 
Our most important competitor dimin-
ished its size to 48 pages and raised its 
price from $7.50 to $10.00 per year; 
and its course was fully justified by 
existing conditions. But the AMERI-
CAN JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY has 
come out with over one hundred 
printed pages each month (pages 50 
to 90 per cent, larger than those of its 
contemporaries), and less than ten per 
cent given over to advertising. 
In addition to its numbered pages, it 
has printed 19 insert plates, of a qual-
ity heretofore exceptional among 
American medical journals. Among 
these were seven of the eight plates 
printed in colors, that have appeared in 
that time in the ophthalmic publica-
tions of America. 
The JOURNAL has not been placed in 
the hands of subscribers on the 15th of 
each month, as we wished. But con-
sider some of the obstacles which have 
made it impossible for some of the big-
gest business enterprises to get print-
ing done at the proper t ime: A great 
shortage in skilled labor for the manu-
facture of paper and in printing offices. 
Five coalless days, as our first number 
was ready for the press. Two printers' 
strikes, that caused periodicals like the 
Literary Digest and Collier's Weekly 
to omit issues; and delay in second 
class mails, so that the October num-
ber mailed in Chicago, October 26th, 
was received in Denver November 5th. 
Then with 43% of the Editorial Staff, 
and 407o'of the collaborators in mili-
tary service, it is evident that the full 
resources of our JOURNAL are not yet 
developed. 
To point out what has been done un-
der these circumstances sounds like 
boasting; but we only mention facts 
that we want every subscriber to the 
JOURNAL to know and understand. 
What has been done was made possible 
by the cooperation of 2,000 profes-
sional colleagues. There are in Amer-
ica 4,000 professed oculists, who ought 
to take this journal, who do not yet 
do so ; nor do they take any other jour-
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nal relating- to their specialty. Their 
good and the good of their patients de-
mands that they should have it. They 
can be induced to take it by active 
propaganda on the part of our present 
subscribers. When they do, the serv-
ice that all subscribers will receive 
from the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF O P H -
THALMOLOGY will be enormously im-
proved and extended. Let us go for-
ward. E. J. 
THE OPHTHALMIC YEAR BOOK. 
When the plan for combining oph-
thalmic journals was carried into effect, 
several workers in the literature of oph-
thalmology expressed regret that the 
year-book was to be given up. But it 
has not been given up. The digest of 
the literature published from month to 
month is as complete as that of any 
preceding year, published in the year 
book. It is not spread on as many 
pages, but, owing to the greater num-
ber of words to the page, it contains as 
much as the largest volume of the year 
book that has preceded it. 
In view of the difficulties attending 
the gathering of the world's literature 
during a world war, this is a worthy 
achievement. I t is the best possible 
guarantee that with the return of nor-
mal conditions this review of the oph-
thalmic literature of the world will 
keep the lead it now has; and will give 
to English reading ophthalmologists, 
better resources and facilities for study 
and literary work, than they have had 
before. 
As will be seen on inspection the di-
gest of the literature has been paged 
and printed for binding in an independ-
dent volume. In this number we pub-
lish the bibliography for it, arranged 
alphabetically by author's names, so 
that if one does not remember the ex-
act title for it, the author's name will 
quickly indicate in which paper his 
writings on any particular subject are 
to be found. In addition, the subject 
index following, will indicate where all 
the important writings on a particular 
subject are alluded to, even tho the al-
lusions to them do not appear in the 
titles of the papers. 
There have been numerous inquiries 
about the sources of articles mentioned 
in the digest; and, publishing the "Di-
gest" from month to month, it was not 
reasonable to wait to the end of the 
year for the references to the papers 
mentioned. These papers had all been 
noticed in "Ophthalmic Literature" in 
the months preceding their mention in 
the "Digest." But to find them there 
generally required looking over the 
lists of several months. Several read-
ers and collaborators have suggested 
the better way of placing the bibliog-
raphy at the beginning of each section 
of the digest. And with next month 
this plan will be adopted. 
In addition to bibliography and in-
dex we publish this month the title 
page and table of contents that are re-
quired to make this reference book 
complete and ready for binding. It 
will make a respectable volume for the 
one year, but it is possible that some 
may prefer to wait and have two vol-
umes bound together. The size of page 
can be cut to that of preceding volumes 
of the year-book, or it can be kept the 
same size as the JOURNAL. 
Some may prefer to bind the "Year 
Book" part with the bulk of the jour-
nal. If this is done it will be found 
much more convenient for reference if 
the digest of the literature is separated 
from the other pages, and all the "di-
gest" brought together in the latter 
part of the volume. The volume will 
then be arranged thus : Title page, con-
tents and index for the journal, bulk of 
journal, pp. 1 to 8S0. Title page con-
tents, etc., for year book, digest of the 
literature, pp. i to viii; bibliography 
and index, pp. 1 to 297. 
Such a reference book is worth keep-
ing. The number of ophthalmologists 
who can appreciate it, and use it to ad-
vantage, will increase from year to 
year; and of such reference books, a 
complete set is more valuable than 
scattered volumes. E. J. 
COLLEAGUES RETURNING TO 
CIVIL PRACTICE. 
Now that the problems of the War 
are practically settled, by the collapse 
